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Earlier this week, USCIS announced changes to its Policy Manual for VAWA Self-Petitions and
the 1367 confidentiality protections, effective December 22, 2025. These changes render
immigrant survivors both less able to access safety and to counter the weaponization of legal
systems by abusers and traffickers to exercise power and control over them.

At ASISTA, we understand that pathways to citizenship for survivors of domestic and sexual
violence are crucial components of our immigration legal system. Our founders helped to create
these forms of relief, which were adopted with bipartisan approval. Our staff and members have
witnessed countless times how powerful these tools are in ensuring that survivors of violence
and their children achieve the safety and stability they deserve.

USCIS's recent announcements are designed to make these forms of relief more difficult to
access. With these policy manual changes, USCIS has narrowed eligibility for relief and in one
case reversed a prior policy interpretation without notice, leaving unknown numbers of survivors
whose applications are in transit in jeopardy of swift denials and at risk of being placed into
removal proceedings. Other changes to the policy manual make it easier for USCIS to consider
derogatory information provided by an abuser, perpetrator, or trafficker. It is important to
understand that, despite these challenges, all of these pathways—U visas, T visas, and VAWA
self-petitions—remain available for survivors to pursue.

At ASISTA, we are committed to providing accurate information, analysis and guidance about
these changes with our community of attorneys and advocates. We will be sharing additional
guidance in the coming days. We will continue to balance thoroughness with timeliness in this

rapidly changing landscape. And we will continue to foster dialogue among our members and
partners to amplify the collective wisdom of the field.

We are grateful to our members, partners, and supporters for all you do for immigrant survivors.
In solidarity,

ASISTA


https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20251222-VAWASelf-Petitioners.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual-updates/20251222-VAWAConfidentiality.pdf

