
o.grtocATESroo

-+9' 
'*4n

gsz
Ora
z:D'7o 

"ts"SAFE
0YnPr;>

I

Mil Mujere$
DC COALITION AGAINST
DOMESTIC VIOTENCE

February 25,2OLO

Counci lmember Phi l  Mendelson
Chairman, Committee on Publ ic Safety & the Judiciary
1350 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Suite 402
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Counci lmember Mendelson:

Thank you for taking the t ime to speak with representat ives of the domest ic violence community earl ier
this week. On behalf  of  the undersigned domestic violence organizat ions, we wri te to rei terate and
explain our ser ious concerns about the Metropol i tan Pol ice Department 's (MPD) part ic ipat ion in the
Secure Communit ies program, a col laborat ion with lmmigrat ion and Customs Enforcement.  The Secure
Communit ies program wi l l  undermine the immigrant community 's relat ionship with MPD, and inhibi t
immigrant vict ims of domest ic violence from seeking law enforcement assistance.

The Secure Communities Program is Yet another Borrier lor lmmigrant Vidims ol Domestic Violence

Striving to Escoping Abuse

lmmigrant vict ims of domest ic violence face mult iple barr iers to seeking help from law
enforcement,  including: language access barr iers,  cul tural  barr iers,  and, in some instances, poor
histor ical  relat ionships and interact ions with law enforcement.  Despite signi f icant efforts to
reduce these barr iers,  many immigrant vict ims of domest ic violence do not reach out to law
enforcement.

f  n a survey conducted among Lat ina immigrants in the Washington, D.C. area, 83% of battered
immigrant women interviewed did not contact law enforcement about the abuse. '  The Secure
Communit ies program is just one more such barr ier for v ict ims in desperate need of assistance.
The program puts communit ies at a heightened r isk for domest ic violence and domestic
violence fatal i t ies.

A survey among Lat ina immigrants in the Washington, D.C. area found that2t.7% of the

battered immigrant women survey part ic ipants l isted a fear of being reported to immigrat ion as

their  pr imary reason for remaining in an abusive relat ionship. i i
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* An immigrant woman who experiences physicaland/or sexualabuse often also encounters

threats from her abuser of deportation, threats of refusal to file immigration papers, and threats

to call the INS at over ten times the rate experienced by a psychologically abused woman.

Abusers use constant threats to deport spouses and children as very powerful tools to prevent

battered immigrant women from seeking help and to keep them in violent relat ionships.

a Like al l  battered women, abused immigrants report  lack of access to money as the single largest

barr ier to leaving an abusive relat ionship. Battered immigrants st i l l  l iv ing with their  abusers

report  a much higher incidence of economic barr iers as compared to the general  populat ion of

battered immigrant women -- lack of money (67 .7o/o vs. 4Oo/ol,lack of employment (31.8% vs.

2O%1, and lack of a place to go if they leave (35.3% vs. 18.3%).iii

The Secure Communities Progrom Reverses MPD's Policy of Putting Public Safety above lmmigration

Concerns

* Research shows that abusers often use immigration status as a tool of power and control over

their  partners. Abusers, even when both part ies are undocumented, often succeed in

convincing victims not to call the police through threats of deportation or loss of child custody.

* Historically, the District has recognized citizens' public safety is paramount. lmmigration status

should not prevent anyone-including vict ims of domest ic violence-from seeking pol ice

protection. MPD accordingly strictly prohibits, under a longstanding policy, officers from

inquir ing about an individual 's immigrat ion status. This pol icy that acknowledges the chi l l ing

effect such inquir ies have on vict ims reaching out for help.

* Coupled with MPD's emphasis on community pol ic ing, this pol icy wi l l  d ismantle the trust that

immigrant communit ies have gained in MPD. The Secure Communit ies Program represents an

alarming departure from MPD's histor ic pol icy of not engaging in immigrat ion matters.

The Secure Communities Program Foils to Target the Most Dongerous Criminols

* Dual arrests frequent ly occur in domest ic violence cases involving immigrants, part icular ly i f  the

parties have limited English proficiency. However, in these cases the U.S. Attorney's Office often

moves forward by prosecuting only one party (the batterer). This means that at times, officers

arrest v ict ims of domest ic violence along with their  abusers only to later release them without

charge. While the Secure Communities Program purports to target and remove only the most

dangerous cr iminals from the community,  the real i ty is that many people who are arrested and

subject to this program may not be dangerous criminals - they are victims of domestic violence

who are wrongly arrested. Secure Communities will therefore result in undocumented victims

of domestic violence being deported and being separated from their children in the process;

indeed, evidence from other communit ies has shown that the major i ty of individuals deported

underthe Program are not high levelcr iminal of fenders.



The Secure Communities Progrom Should Be Eliminoted; At o Minimum, MPD Hos o Responsibility to

Adequotely Train Ofiicers about its lmplementotion ond Conduct Outreoch to Aflected Communities

and should add simple ossauft to the list ol chorges excluded lrom the fingerprinting requirement.

* We strongly recommend MPD reject this program because i t  wi l l  result  in the unintended

consequences of heightening battered immigrant victims hesitancy to access law enforcement

thus serving as another barr ier keeping them in abusive si tuat ions.

* l f  th is program is implemented, i t  is imperat ive that MPD provide adequate training and

resources to its officers to ensure continued responsiveness to the needs of immigrant

communit ies. Addit ional ly,  i t  is crucial  that MPD, in cooperat ion and col laborat ion with

community groups and organizat ions, including the undersigned, educate al l  residents of the

Distr ict  about the program.

* Addit ional ly,  we strongly urge MPD to add simple assault  to the l ist  of  charges excluded from

the f ingerpr int ing requirement.  A large port ion of domest ic violence charges are simple assault

-  which means that the pool of  f ingerpr inted individuals wi l l  include those outside MPD's

expressed target populations. Excluding simple assault from the fingerprinting requirement is

the most direct way to mit igate the unintended chi l l ing effect this wi l l  have for immigrant

victims of domestic violence.

While we are strongly opposed to the implementat ion of this program, at a minimum MPD should

exempt simple assault from the list of charges that are included in the program to attempt to negate the

harmful effects that the program will have on immigrant victims of domestic violence. Thank you for

your continued leadership to support and protect victims of domestic violence.

Sincerely,

Asian/Pacific lslander Domestic Violence Resource Project

Ayuda, Inc.

DC Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Mil  Mujeres

SAFE, Inc.

WEAVE
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